[bookmark: the-student-connection-challenge]The Student Connection Challenge
[bookmark: get-out-and-talk-to-students]Get Out and Talk to Students

Student Government shouldn’t only hear from students when something is wrong.
Set a goal for your SG and get your members out talking with students.
[bookmark: try-10-10]TRY 10 × 10
10 SG members
10 student conversations each
[bookmark: conversations]100 conversations

That’s 100 chances to meet students your SG members may not know.
Your SG can set a different goal if 10 × 10 doesn’t make sense for your group.
5 members × 10 conversations = 50
15 members × 10 conversations = 150
The number isn’t important. Getting your members out there is!

[bookmark: a-few-guidelines]A FEW GUIDELINES
· Talk with students you don’t already know.
· Talk with students who aren’t already involved with SG.
· Let the conversation develop naturally.
· Listen before you start explaining or defending SG.
· Don’t promise that SG can fix everything you hear.
· Write down things that come up repeatedly.

[bookmark: when-youve-finished]WHEN YOU’VE FINISHED
Bring your SG together and talk about what you heard.
[bookmark: what-did-students-tell-us]What did students tell us?

[bookmark: what-came-up-more-than-once]What came up more than once?

[bookmark: what-surprised-us]What surprised us?

[bookmark: what-should-we-learn-more-about]What should we learn more about?

[bookmark: X770fc5abcee93c93a84459aeec5347cba7e0340]Did we hear anything that might become an SG priority?


[bookmark: keep-going]Keep Going
You don’t have to wait for another challenge.
Keep talking with students throughout the year.
The more students you know, the better you understand the people you’re representing.
